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following, dated early Jwuir^?^* 

»w|Tn Jerusalem, who Is well qualified to asses* 
rab c pinion. 



(1) Ifat leased persons in Jerusalem feel that the disagree- 

toent apparent {despite optlalstlo press reports) beteeenthe 
Sjufti and the Arab States is unlikely to ben<esolved with foU 
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practical results for the Arab oause. way be set; in his 
i opposition to Klncfa hdullaSlthe Hoftl is considered likely to 
(receive at ledR xeoret support from Syria and the Lebanon. 

The Mufti. 



Mufti. 

Meanwhile Bis Bainanoe’s supporters in Palestine have 
i assiduously trying to ooltivate an impression in the poblio 
L of great activity on the Mufti's part, which will ensure 
ess for the Arabs. Vevartholoss , according to oar oarrss- 
ent, opinion early in January was oast down at the con tin nod 
greemeat betwoea Baj lain and the Arab ooontries; a stale 
"airs for which the former is being blamed more md acre 
openly* It is widely felt that the States are right in making 
their own conditions as to the form of their probably decisive 
help; .the Mufti, on the other hand, is regarded as wrong shin. 
Instead of placing hie leadership at the disposal of the Arab 
States, he Insists on the right to o boose the overall military 
ctiuaanAor and on exeralsing full freedom of motion himself. 
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their own conditions as to the form of their probes: 
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i publicised presenee in Palestine o f Abd:il 
(the Mufti's ehoiee ss guerrilla "C-in«cv has 



not impress^ the Arab poblio very greatly. Abdul OaAr. it 
is felt, has not anted as a large-scale leader should in secretly 
moving from village bo village with sons 60 followers. Such 
tactics (reminisoent of those employed in the disturbances 
which ended in 1986) are considered poor support for Bad Amin's 
desire to show by Abdnl Qadir's protenoe that he himself ean 
if necessary take up the full leadership of the "national move- 
ment" . without the assistanoe of the Arab Oovemnents. 
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(iv) Aer reoant annoistoemont that the Mufti intended ttf for* 
a "representative* Arab Oovemsnt for Palestine has been 
rjoc! vod with little enthusiasm. Many Arabs in Palestine bmvt 
been r.sidLtg whether this step was taken with the approval of 
the Ar ab Governments, or whether it represents a defiance of 
the so by the Mufti, as a oulninatlon to his disagreement with 
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.J. : r.t-T, Govern-'-:.. on i itr> institution*. , . .s 
•.videiy fiiit that the ansis of thu system (the Nation:- 1 
Coriulttaes) is made ul ?£aosS wholly of HaJ Amin's supporters, 
chosen by shaikh H rAa'ngtbuAr-'ud . As a result of these 



I uor.a*deratlons7 opiiucn ls Ev'.tea to Save swung towards the 
\ Arab states ana assy fro* the Mufti. 

finance . 

(v) In addition, the public is reported to have oone to 
the ocn elusion that the Mufti has not the means with whioh 
to carry out his plans. The sons recently raised by the 
Mufti's agents in Palestine, which the highest estimates hod 
put at some £.p.60,000, are regarded as or little import anoe 
in comparison with the flgores ten times greater being oco- 
tributed to the Arab cause in neighbouring ootm tries. 

Moreover , awarding to the staff of the Jerusalem Of floe of 
t haiurnh gTwmrtWa . the total collected in the won try 

as a fiSfllx of loo recent drive by the Mufti's nan did hot 
in foot exceed £. P.40.000. The bulk of this son ana awen 

in Jaffa and a few other towns: Jerusalem's contribution of 
some £.P.15,000 was sent to Jaffa for argent preparations in 
the earliest stages of the present disorders. Tbs remainder 
of the oolleotloa was soon almost entirely emended on 
immediate defence requirements. As a result the Arab 
Higher Executive' a office in Palestine is reported to be 



very near bankruptcy. 



(wi) The Executive's Jerusalem representatives have been 
supervising the distribution of small consignments of arms 
from the Levant States. Oar correspondent describes as 
follows the maimer in whioh different areas of the capital 
have been supplied. The Bob al Zohire ( Herod' slO ate} Quarter 
of the Old City, the stronghold of the Ifchwaa alMtuallmln 
(Moslem Brotherhood) , is almost fully pnfrTaea; too oeir Abu 
Tor district, Inherited almost wholly by men from Hebron, 
who organised their own supply by purchasing rifles from Beit 
Sahur, near Bethlehem, with about fc.P.1,000 whioh they had 
oolleoted, is well armed. Balls Ohurl has promised 50 rifles 
to the Upper Btkna quarter; some of his follomera wore 
observed receiving oraao^j^mlmfli^typonear his boose 
cm 5th January. ^ ArM , 

(yli) Owners cl' mcchdSR^tHHpl^^raiMmeem near the 
Jaffa Gate. Jerusalem, are reported to have refused recently 
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recently 



to make further contributions to the Arab Higher Executive, 

..a lac grounds thai, although they had gi ven money when asked 
on two previous ocoasions, they had received no protection 



on two previous ocoasions, they had reoeived no pro too tl on 
against the reoent outrage in their vicinity (when some 15 
Arabs were killed by a Jewish bomb and many wounded). In 
future they would provide their own protection, and nothing 
elwe. Those men are described as mostly Hebronites, mid 
are ov.ted to nave received booking In their stand from. tbs 



elre. Those men are described as mostly Hebronites, mid 
are ov.ted to nave received booking In tielr stand from, t h e 
tier, of Hebron itself. The latter' s MAyor is reported 
to tided to pers uale the Mufti during a reoent visit to 
him at c iro to ".ncrove a plan for an independent sudbIw to 
Habron <>:' . s B®?t. Th-. Mufti replied that ajff mur> 

s **» 



r 








) 

i 



(fill) Tjo Ifagl atftmn at reported to here been In Pal#*- 
tine forgone urn, tm&iug ypong 
and in guerrilla fighting* Their u* 
to be Intended a* good advertisement 



e, training zpong ^*ebs in the o§» 
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for the Mufti's effort*. 
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(lx) It It ttatU that th 
alarmed at the lack of ran 
fro* the Arab Hlfher txeou' 
the Interactional Red Croat 

this would represent Pe- t» w _ 

al Haal) la reported ToScvedeterninei tiinself to secure 
supplies ct an early date from the Lebanon. 
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thefAra^Lnglfin is repo; 
great popularity «onf Ine Arabs In Pole 
practical help to the national oaote. 
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Se° supporters of the Mufti. 
Support fra* the Arab League. 



artel to hare gained 
estine for their 
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Cxi) Reaction la Palestine to the result of the reoent iUd 
fro* Syria on two Jewish eottleaaate In th* forth of Pelwenne 
Is reported to be cne of strong dlampolatneat. Ifthe much 
vaunted help fro* the Arab Stelae (four of which, _n ot l uolttyag. 
9ms Iordan, are believed to have been represented nsnog tbs 
attackers) is to take no acre effeotive far* 
felt that Arab hopes for Palestine ue on 
" lnoldant it bed been 



that Its own 




value 



oountrlea would guarantee sir Arab 
the publle la stated to o ona ida r 
It the gn 



greeter of the two ink 

efanants la the~stru|gle; this has lowered «rale gKatiy. 
finally, the efrioieBy of the Jewish defence agalnwt the 
raiders Is regarded as of the beat possible value for 90001 
Jewish propagwda. 

The Arabs and the poweA 

(xii) Con s enting on the reosnt selling of two ships fron 
Bulgaria with alarge uunbar of Jewish illegal tanlgraa^~ 
bound for Palestlna, aouroe states that mt Arabs ref 
the passengers as on any despatched in oivilian olotl 
the Russians. It tea felt not unlikely that a oorres 
large Shipment of arns would follow. Opinion toward* 
U.S.S.R. is an th* whole unfavourable: toil Arab fee 
towards the U.8.A. Peeling for Orest Britain Is 
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